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)Y the obfervations of the moft emineirt Aftronomers in 
Europe it appears, that the new ftar, which I had the 
honour of pointing out to them in March, 178 1, is a Primary 
Planet of our Solar Syftem. A body fo nearly related to us by 
its fimilar condition and fituation, in the unbounded expanfe of 
the ftarry heavens, muft often be the fubjecS: of the converfa- 
tion, not only of aftronomers, but of every lover of fcience in 
general. This confideration then makes it neceffary to give it 
a name, whereby it may be diftinguifhed from the reft of the 
planets and fixed ftars. 
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III the fabyloiis ages of ancient times the appellations of 
Mercury^ VeniiSj Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, were given to 
the PianetSj as being the names of their principal heroes and 
divinities^* In the prefent more philofophical ^ra, It would 
hardly be allowable to have recourfe to the ftme method, and 
call on Juno, Pallas, Apollo, or Minerva, for a name to our 
new heavenly body. The firft coniideration in any particular 
event, or remarkable Incident, feems to be its chronology : If 
in any future age it fhould bealked, w.^^^ this laft- found Planet 
was difcovered ? It would be a very fatisfadory anfwer to fay, 
" In the Reign of King George the Third.'* As a philofopher 
then, the name of GEORGIUM SIDUS prefents itfelf to me, as 
an appellation which will conveniently convey the information of 
the time and country where and when It was brought to view. 
But as a fubjed of the beft of Kings, who is the liberal pro- 
tedor of every art and fcience ; — as a native of the country 
from whence this Illuftrlous Family was called to the Britifli 
throne; — as a member of that Society, which flouriflbes by 
the diftinguifhed liberality of its Royal Patron ; — and, laft of 
all, as a perfon now more immediately under the prote£l:Ion of 
this excellent Monarch, and owing every thing to His unli- 
mited bounty ; — - 1 cannot but wifh to take this opportunity of 
exprefling my fenfe of gratitude, by giving the name Georgium 
Sidus, 

Georgium Sidm 

.^^ — jam nunc qjfuefce vocarL viRG. Georg. 



to a ftar, which (with refpeft to us) firft began to fliine under 
lils aulpicious reign* 

•* M* JDE LA l.AHDE% Afl, § 639^ 

By 



Mr, HiRSCHiL on the G^orglum SMiiSa ;^ 

By addreffiiig this letter to you, sir, as Prefideat of th^ 
Royal Society, I take the moft efFedual method of eommuni- 
eating that name to the Literati of Europe^ which I hope they 
will receive with pleafure. I have the honour to be^ with the 
greateft refped, 



I R, 



Your moft humble 



and moft obedient fervant 
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w, herschel, 
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